Consumers GAN

Mr David Barr MP of Manly hailed the incorporation of the
Consumer Activity Network (Mental Health) Inc |CAM), a
‘declaration of independence for conswmers’ at the official
launch, which he hosted at Parliament Howse on 6 Juna with
sponsorship from Eli Lily.

Those who brawed torrential rain to zttend, were warmly welcomed
and given ime o mingle o the sounds of Hve eaophons, whist
enjoying & light supper in the Jubile=s Room. Julie MeCrosain, CAN
Pairon and MG for the evaning urequivocally praised the tireless
work of CAN participants.

CAM is 8 non-govemmend, independent, entirely conswmar-run
crganisation promating and anhancing mantal keslth wellbeing and
recovery for those with a mental (Bness. The amganization, formerly
krizen ae the Norhern Beaches Mental Health Consumner Matwark,
coerated for 12 years from Manky Hospital. The newdy incorporated
CAM continues to manage and nun the Pitene Recovery Centre for
mental health consumers, and hosis 2 broad range of aclivities
including: creative wriling. imformaton, education and framing, and
discussion groups. Fiane operates as a8 mobile serdce hosting
recovery activities in other centres such as tha WHAP [Weliness
Aecovery Action Flan| Groups.

Tha ewvening includsd announcemsnt of ta MSW Mental Health
Consumer of the Year {2006} Award winner Sememy Sciches, an
indusiniows wolunteer and handyman who provides a wide range of
serices to consumers at the Fairfield Mental Health Sarvice.

The Hon. Chere Burlon, MP Minister for Bousing, and Minister
Agzisting the Ministar for Health (Manial Heakh) atiended tha
lzunch and commendsd CAN, descrbing this argansation as a
strong effective nebwork, successful in lobbying govermmeand and
working tpgether to produce posiive cuicomes. Ma Burion restated
the Premier's recent funding announcemsents and affirmed her
balisd, that if peoole with 2 mental iliness gat proper sarvices in the
commanity they can function very weil putside of cinical setfings.

CAN |s currently witheut fumding and is appealing for an offica
space from which to operate. Pleass comtsct 1300 135 846 if
you hawe amy sugpestions or offers,

Community Housing finding solutions

Community Housing Associations (CHAs) are NGO's who provide
sacure, affordable howsing o low income tenanis in their local
commurety. Funded by the Office of Community Housng (OCH)
CHA's are the largest provider of community housing in NS Forty
thre= housing associabions across MSW provide client focussed
tanancy managemani to suppert ower 11,000 sustainabla =nancias
H#z ara experenced in working with applicants and tenants and a
range of partner agancks o find housing solutions for ckents wih
& dhersaty of nesd

CHAs manags propartiss headlaassd from the private market as
well as propertes owned by the Oepartment of Housing. To be
giigible for community housing, an applicant showld aleady be
gligible for housing wath the Dapartment of Howsing.

CHA's are independenl, autonomous organisations, managed by a
bz of management and reguilated by the CH. Ascredited housing
Zsgoriations meet national Community Houging Standards. Howsing
fesoclations ars also sunject o & registration process. Registered
CHAs meet performance indicabors sst by the oovernment to
demuonsirate their capacity for high level sanica dalivery, managing
gowernment asssts and mesting stringent financial targets.

Sixtean Housing Associations are cusrantty pariners in the HASE
peogrRm b0 supget approximately 100 tenants with mentzl heatth

problems. This is @ three way parinershio which in many cases
builds an exsting local agency relationships.

CHAz are not dirscily funded from HASI funds fo proveds tenancy
management for HASI cliams, but manage the leasshold subsidy
and asz=q provided through GCH. The refationship with a HASI dient
i & lagal one as HASI 1Enants sign a residantial tenancy agresment,
£0 the onus is on CHAE to ensurs the fenancy waorks well. Chfs
have welcomed the adddonal support provided by Accommodation
Support Froviders through HASL, and value a partnership which can
a=aist in supporting high nesds tenancies. The HASI parinership oy
itz nature requires angoing and regular communication betesen all
pariners =0 the CH& can provide appropriste tenancy mansgement
1o complement the Accommodation Suppon Frovider.,

The W5W Federation of Housing Associations (NSWFHA) ars the peak
agency for community housing associations, providing rescurcas,
traning, policy advice and edwocacy for comemunity housing.
HSWFHA i3 & registered Training Organisation, providing acoredited
training in social howsing, &= well as Mental Health Rret Ald training
and a range of saminars fior assisting support parinerships. Tha
HEW Commurity Housing Conference will be held in Newcastls
an 16 —17th August. For more information about the conference,
community housing in general and for your fecal CHA wisit vasee

COmmamityhousng.ong.au.



